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Floodplain	  Management	  
Ordinance:	  Virginia	  Beach	  
Whitney	  McNamara	  
Hampton	  Roads	  Sea	  Level	  Rise	  and	  
Flooding	  Adapta@on	  Forum	  
March	  28,	  2014	  
	  
Virginia	  Beach	  Sta@s@cs	  
•  Current	  FIRMs	  are	  from	  2009	  
•  25,524	  total	  policies	  
– 17,806	  Post-­‐FIRM;	  7,718	  
Pre-­‐FIRM	  
– 11,985	  PRP	  Policies	  (47%)	  
•  Highest	  number	  of	  policies	  in	  
the	  state	  
– Second	  highest	  in	  the	  Region	  
Reasons	  for	  Upda@ng	  
•  Last	  Major	  Update	  in	  2001	  
•  New	  State	  model	  ordinance	  in	  2011	  




Staff	  review	  of	  current	  
ordinance	  and	  comparison	  to	  
the	  model	  ordinance	  	  
(June	  2013)	  
Staff	  revision	  dra^ed	  
(June-­‐August	  2013)	  
Revised	  ordinance	  presented	  
to	  internal	  workgroup	  
(August	  2013)	  
• Staff	  Revisions	  
Revised	  ordinance	  presented	  
to	  Management	  Leadership	  




Presenta@on	  to	  Planning	  
Commission	  (October	  2013)	  
• Staff	  Revisions	  
• Coordina@on	  with	  Tidewater	  
Builders	  Associa@on	  
Presenta@on	  to	  Planning	  
Commission	  	  
(November	  2013)	  
Presenta@on	  and	  Adop@on	  
by	  City	  Council	  	  
(November	  2013)	  
Changes	  and	  New	  Higher	  Standards	  
•  Moved	  to	  Standalone	  Ordinance	  
•  Defined	  and	  divided	  the	  du@es	  of	  the	  floodplain	  
administrator	  
•  2	  Feet	  of	  freeboard	  for	  all	  new	  structures,	  including	  
mobile	  homes	  
•  Administra@ve	  Variances	  
Other	  Higher	  Standards	  
•  Floodplains	  Subject	  to	  Special	  Restric@ons	  
•  Variances	  
•  Applica@on	  requirements	  and	  fees	  
What	  about	  the	  LiMWA?	  
•  Placeholder	  in	  New	  Ordinance	  
•  Not	  sure	  yet	  whether	  we	  will	  keep	  A	  Zone	  standards	  
or	  move	  to	  V	  Zone	  standards	  
Tips	  
•  Color	  Coding!	  
•  Keep	  Management	  Informed	  
•  Early	  engagement	  of	  community	  stakeholders	  
•  Be	  willing	  to	  compromise	  
•  If	  the	  model	  ordinance	  doesn’t	  make	  sense,	  fix	  it.	  
What	  Else	  is	  Virginia	  Beach	  Doing?	  
•  Beach	  Nourishment	  
•  FEMA	  Grant	  for	  SRL	  Home	  Eleva@on	  
•  Private	  Homeowner	  Eleva@on	  Process	  
•  Interdepartmental	  Floodplain	  Workgroup	  
-  Comp	  Plan	  Update	  
-  Pre-­‐Disaster	  Recovery	  Plan	  (exploring)	  
-  Iden@fying	  Vulnerable	  Cri@cal	  Infrastructure	  

